[The Pap test in HIV-positive women].
The aim of this work was to estimate the frequency of abnormal Papanicolau (Pap) smears in a group of HIV-infected women undergoing cervical screening. We re-examined 162 Pap smears from 118 patients infected with HIV. The patients were aged 23-55 years. A total of 108 smears (66.6%) from 80 patients were negative; 14 smears (8.6%) from 14 patients showed inflammation; 3 smears (1.8%) from 3 patients had atypical squamous cells of undetermined significance (ASCUS); 20 smears (13.5%) from 16 patients were abnormal for human papillomavirus (HPV); 13 smears (8.0%) from 9 patients revealed low-grade, squamous intraepithelial lesions; 10 smears (6.2%) from 7 patients were SIL-HG; the diagnosis of carcinoma was made in 3 cases (1.8%) and 2 smears from 2 patients were unsatisfactory. HIV-infected women have an increased rate of abnormal Pap smears for both HPV infections and cervical dysplasia. These results confirm the validity of cervical screening by Pap test.